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Introduction

The West Kowloon Cultural District will be developed into one of the world’s largest cultural quarters, 
blending art, education and public space. Following the selection of the Conceptual Plan in March 
2011, WKCDA further developed a Development Plan based on Foster + Partners’ concept and 
submitted it to the Town Planning Board on 30 December 2011.  The Development Plan was 
approved by Chief Executive in Council in January 2013.  In December 2012, WKCDA announced 
the appointment of two Hong Kong born architects, Bing Thom in Vancouver and Ronald Lu of 
Hong Kong to collaborate on the architectural design of Xiqu Centre, one of the landmark cultural 
venues for the WKCD.  The Xiqu Centre will be a world-class arts venue specifically built for Xiqu 
(Chinese Opera) performances, and it is also a centre for the production, education and research 
of this unique art form.

WKCDA has completed an Environmental Impact Assessment Report for the WKCD which was 
approved on 18 November 2013 with condition under the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Ordinance (EIAO).  The approval condition requires WKCDA to submit tree and turf grass planting 
and landscape plan as well as a post-planting care plan.  Xiqu Centre being one of the WKCD 
core arts and cultural facilities, we therefore submit the plan which is pertained to Xiqu Centre 
in consultation with relevant authorities including but not limited to the Planning Department for 
approval by the Director of Environmental Protection.

Design Concept

The landscape design concept is to create an urban stage that weaves through the building’s 
levels and spaces to offer a variety of places for gathering: plazas, gardens, outdoor venues for 
performances, entrances, and pedestrian movement. Landscaped spaces begin at the ground 
level and progress up to the fourth floor (Theater/highest level) which provides exciting views 
of the Avenue, harbor and waterfront. Elements of the landscape design reflect the opera’s art 
forms and establish memorable experiences that bring to mind enjoyment of the performances 
themselves.

Project Description

Basement Level 2:
The lowest level is accessed from the north, via the subway passage. The passage is kept clear 
and is lined with shops. 

Street Level:
Xiqu Centre’s main plaza is conceived as a gently sloping plane with grand curving stairs, a 
hardscape central plaza and planting that gently direct pedestrian flow while enhancing visitor 

experience. The flowing lines of the plaza’s paving bands are constrained to the footprint of the 
building, and echo the traditional opera makeup “masks”, evoking the character and history of 
the opera tradition while providing a dramatic ambiance for opera visitors, as well as contrast to 
the adjacent more linear footpaths bordering the site in accordance with the Xiqu Center Urban 
Design Guidelines.

Visitors enter the plaza from the below ground MTR to the north (B2) taking escalators to 
the ground floor plaza. A landscaped area wraps the northeastern edge of the site. Canopy 
shade trees along the perimeter provide additional screening.  To further integrate the design 
guidelines into the landscape design, linear geometric elements were integrated into the 
landscape design. Formal and strong tree alignment emphasizes the linear elements, while 
smaller planting soften the experience and showcase a variety of planting including defining 
hedges, flowering ground cover, shade trees, and shrubs. 25 of the 46 ground level trees 
(approximately 54%) are Camphor trees, (Cinnamomum camphora), a species native to Hong 
Kong. A certified arborist on Urbis’ staff, Teresa Wing Yee Wong (International Society of 
Arboriculture cert. #HK-0532A) has been engaged to supervise installation and monitor 
growth of trees and planting to ensure proper implementation of the landscape plan. A 
curvilinear line runs through the planting on the east side accentuating the geometry of the 
building and adding a whimsical element to the planting design. Granite stone benches flank 
the axial entries on the east side of the site present opportunities for gathering and 
relaxing in the seating areas positions in full shade for hot days. 

Landscape of the northwest edge of the site along Austin Road includes ground-level 
planting only in the form of grass, the grass coverage is about 443 m2 which is equal to 20% 
of the total planting area.  Trees are absent in order to allow for flexible use of the space for 
possible temporary events. The location for temporary events allows the main pedestrian 
entrance and plaza to remain open and permits the perimeter to remain as 
permanent landscape through all phases. Manila grass (Zoysia matrella) is the species 
of grass, selected according to the specifications recommended in section 25.46e, of the 
General Specification 2012 for Building (produced by the Architectural Services 
Department of the Government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region). Manila grass 
tolerates both sunny and shady conditions and is a durable grass. Please note that Axonopus 
genus grasses will not be planted in this development area. 

In the future, the north-south Market Street corridor along the western edge of the site will be 
a cobblestone street lined with trees, as discussed and confirmed with Foster + Partners, to 
ensure it supports future development of adjacent sites.
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Grass and Planting Area Calculation
The grass coverage is about 443m2 which is equal to 20% of the total planting area. The grass coverage is 
equal to 3.3% of the total site area.

The summaries are shown in below tables:

References

The layout of trees, shrubs and grass are shown in the Landscape Plan - Ground Floor.  For details, please 
refer to Appendix A  - Planting Plans.

Furthermore, the composition of the tree species is shown in Appendix B  - Planting Schedule.  The post-
planting care plan is given in Appendix C - Post planting Care Plan.









Understory Planting














